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Introduction
Institute of Political Economy (IPE), Sri Lanka, established in September 2023, is
a network of progressive global academics, economists and professionals,
engaged in research, teaching and dissemination of critical analyses of
economic policy and development.  It studies the relationship between Sri
Lanka’s population and its government when public policy is enacted in a
turbulent global economy, in a bid to stimulate debate and discussion to build
an economy that is fundamentally equitable and sustainable.

IPE consists of volunteers, who are motivated by the need to seek viable
alternatives to the current mainstream economy driven and dominated by
countries of the Global North and entrenched vested interests in Sri Lanka.

IPE as a collective, is open to all those committed to developing alternatives to
protect Sri Lanka from the excesses of the Global economic order to overcome
contemporary development challenges.

There is a dire need to develop critiques of the mainstream policies and think
tanks in Sri Lanka. IPE is committed to deliberating, probing and interrogating
the current inequitable status quo; we want to ask pertinent questions. Our
aspiration is to develop collaboratively and draw on expertise, which reflect
global debates seeking to advocate for system change. We acknowledge
existing inequities with the aim of collectively shifting economic processes in a
progressive, egalitarian and democratic direction.

The objectives of IPE hence is:
Provide a platform where progressive policies and ideas can be discussed
freely & independently
Challenge the global neoliberal economic model and raise awareness of its
harmful consequences
Provide people-centric alternative policy solutions supported by evidence
and experts worldwide
Inform and educate policymakers, the public, business, & civil society
Encourage public debate and facilitate exchanges of ideas
Monitor and evaluate the effects of policies and government programs
Align with international organisations 
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We are committed to advancing
progressive policies that place people
and the environment at the centre of
economic, political, and social reform.
Our aim is to foster social wellbeing,
ecological sustainability, egalitarian
governance, and community cohesion,
while actively challenging and
mitigating the harmful impacts of an
unjust global socio-economic order.

Message
from
Coordinators 

A Just 
Sri Lanka
Is Possible
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Dr Thiruni Kelegama
Director

Prof Kanchana N Ruwanpura
Co-founder

Charith Gunawardena
Co-founder &  Director

https://ipe-sl.org/our-people/
https://ipe-sl.org/our-people/


Priorities
Educate1

It is often argued by politicians, economists, and policy institutions that there are
insufficient funds to invest in public well-being and environmental protection.
However, that raises the question, where does the money actually come from?  
We aspire therefore to ask questions around:

How the economy works
Economics based on progressive monetary and fiscal policies.

Research2
To deal with the big social, economic and environmental challenges we’re facing
today, we need to transform our money and banking system, and navigate in an
unjust global economic order. IPE’s vision is for a money system, a banking
process and a global financial architecture that serves a fair, democratic,
equitable and sustainable economy. We propose querying around:

Central bank and sustainable finance
Government revenue and expenditure
Making the economy work for people and environment

Collaborate4
At IPE we know that if we are to change our socioeconomic system, we need to
create change at local, regional, national and global levels too.  

Citizen groups, Progressive organisations, Civil society
Academics
Global South, Global campaign groups

Advocate3
Our politicians have the power to reform our money system and industrial policies
so that it supports a fair and more sustainable economy. Yet, we need to first,
convince them that thing need to change, and that we have the right proposals to
make things better.

Lobbying MP’s
Protest collectively to International finance institutions
Write to the media
Challenge the status quo



Priorities
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Theory of Change

Policy Influencing

Research and Analysis

Communication for Impact

Partnership and Networking

Capacity Building



Work
Debt Justice1

Calling for cancellation of the odious sovereign debts of Sri Lanka and for fairer
international finance for development.

Illicit Financial Flows and Stolen Asset Recovery2
Calling for full transparency of illicit financial flows out of Sri Lanka and for action
to recover Sri Lanka's stolen assets held overseas.

Environment Protection3
Calling for just measures for protecting the natural environment, prevent pollution
and maintain ecological balance.

Unjust Global Economy4
Acknowledging imperfections of the global economic order and mitigating risks to
the local economy against major vulnerabilities.

Sustainable Strategy5
Challenging status-quo and selecting alternative progressive policy options for
improving well-being of people and environment

Genered Perspective6
Highlighting plight of working women who bear a disproportionate burden of the
debt crisis and pay for the profligacy of reckless lenders.

 Progress Report June 2025



Team
Advisory Board

    Prof Jayati Ghosh    Prof CP Chandrasekhar       Dr Ishan Diwan            Prof Kiran Grewal      

          Heidi Chow                  Dr Stephen Kidd        Prof K Goonawardena   Dr Howard Nicholas  

Research Collaborators

Dhanusha G Pathirana Dr Gz. M Theiventhran Manisha Weeraddana    Melani Gunathilaka   

Dr. Narayani Sritharan           Githmi Rabel         Dr Amali Wedagedara Dr Mohideen M Alikhan

https://ipe-sl.org/our-people/
https://ipe-sl.org/our-people/
https://ipe-sl.org/our-people/
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https://ipe-sl.org/our-people/
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Finances
IPE currently does not receive financial support from any organisation.
.
All activities it carries out are on a voluntary basis, or in partnership with
organisations that to bear the direct costs of specific projects.

To fulfil its potential and scale its impact, IPE will seek funding to develop a robust
and professional infrastructure for fundraising, public education and campaigning,
advocacy, policy and research, international engagement and movement building.

Project Funded by GiZ GmbH  1
Polycrisis and Reconciliation: Centering the Experiences and Perspectives of
Malaiyaha Tamils 
Grant of USD 5,000 (March 2024) - Report release imminent.
Project led by MeeNilancko Theiventhran and Alikhan Mohideen, with Githmi
Rabel and Amali Wedagedara

Project Funded by Antipode’s “Right to the Discipline” Grant 2
Debt, Democracy and Authoritarian Regimes in Sri Lanka 
Grant of GPB 7,500  (June 2024)
Project led by Thiruni Kelegama, and included Melani Gunathilake, Charith
Gunawardena, Danusha Pathirana and Kanchana N Ruwanpura. 
Charith, Kanchana and Thiruni are pro bono researchers on this grant.
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https://www.giz.de/en/html/index.html
https://www.giz.de/en/html/index.html
https://antipodeonline.org/a-right-to-the-discipline/


Activities

Key Indicator

The IPE is a virtual organisation and as a collective, is open to all those committed to
developing alternatives to protect Sri Lanka from the excesses of the Global
economic order to overcome contemporary development challenges.  IPE has
collaborated with numerous progressive individuals to support a range of its
initiatives and activities.

ExamplesActivity / Project

Articles
Articles in national
newspapers,
journals and
websites

Daily FT
Island
Asia Times
Conversation

News1st       
(Face-to-face,
Peoples Platform)
Ada Derana    
(Get Real)

SL ISB restructuring
Climate finance &
Debt
Building a social
security system in SL

Webinars and 
TV Interviews

Policy Briefs

IPE volunteers
and advisory
board on National
TV and webinars

Findings and
proposals from
IPE researchers
and collaborators 

Research

Debt Justice UK,
EuroDad,    
Jubilee USA
Debt for Climate
Tri-Continental
IDEAS, Yukthi

Collaboration

Linking with local
and global civil
society
organisations
calling for change

Connecting local
reseachers with
funding
organisations 

GIZ, Germany
Antipode
Development
Pathways

Political Advocacy Debt Relief Bill in
UK Parliament

Lobbying MP’s

https://ipe-sl.org/articles/
https://ipe-sl.org/videos/
https://ipe-sl.org/policy-perspectives/
https://ipe-sl.org/our-funding/
https://ipe-sl.org/calling%20for%20change/
https://ipe-sl.org/debt-justice-for-sri-lanka/
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https://ipe-sl.org/videos/
https://ipe-sl.org/videos/


Activities
COLLABORATIONS, PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS

Dilemmas of Humanity, Sao Paulo, Brazil

(Tri-Continental)

https://youtu.be/i3fbKqfm8rA?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/yAk-GUFb-Eg?feature=shared
https://dilemmasofhumanity.org/
https://youtu.be/BZfW6MofzdQ?feature=shared


Activities
COLLABORATIONS & EVENTS

Yukthi Workshop

IDEAS Event

IDEAS Event

SOCIALS

Odious Debt Event

https://www.youtube.com/live/fNW2mnD5b08?feature=shared


Activities

FIELD WORK

POLICY PERSPECTIVES

DEMONSTRATIONS

Bank of England, London World Bank, London

https://ipe-sl.org/policy-perspectives/
https://debtjustice.org.uk/
https://debtjustice.org.uk/


Activities
SOCIAL MEDIA

https://x.com/ipe_sl
https://x.com/ipe_sl
https://x.com/ipe_sl
https://x.com/ipe_sl
https://x.com/ipe_sl
https://x.com/ipe_sl
https://x.com/ipe_sl
https://x.com/ipe_sl


Contact
Institute of Political Economy
Sri Lanka

admin@ipe-sl.org
@ipe_sl
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